Principal’s Message:

Student of the Month, October:

I am very proud to share a Sonora Elementary success.
The Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) is the
standardized test given in the State of California to
assess student’s knowledge and application of
grade level standards in English and mathematics,
given in 3rd through 8th grade. The State of California
publicly released all testing results, gauging our
performance by grade level. In addition, it gave us a
chance to compare our performance in the County and
in the State. In a Tuolumne County comparison of all
public schools, Sonora Elementary had the highest
percentage of proficient students in mathematics
and the second highest proficiency in English
Language Arts.
On a daily basis, I truly believe all of the adults on our
campus do the best they can for the students at our
school. I believe we are very fortunate to be able to
work with every single student and are proud to have
them as Bobcats at Sonora Elementary. I am also very
thankful for our parents, in raising wonderful children
and providing support in their education. It is nice to
have this data, proving our belief that Sonora
Elementary is a great place to attend school.

We are pleased to announce our October Student of the
Month as Gracie Bearden. Gracie is the daughter of
Mike and Jackie Bearden and has been a student here
at Sonora Elementary since kindergarten, maintaining
a 4.0 GPA. In the past few years she has represented
Sonora El in basketball, volleyball, track and cross
country. She shared her favorite thing about living in
our area is having the chance to go snowboarding and
loves the tight community. Her teachers describe her
as helpful, kind, having a strong work ethic, reliable,
and an overall outstanding student.

Lost Sweatshirts:

Student of the Month, November:
Our November Student of the Month is Luke Wheeler.
Luke is the son of David and Denise Wheeler. This is
Luke’s first year at SES and he has made an immediate
impact. His teachers share that he is responsible,
honest, is a role model to his classmates, a natural
leader, friendly, and a positive addition to our school.
Living in Sonora, he values the outdoor scenery,
Pinecrest Lake, and the athletic community. He has
represented SES in Cross Country and plans to do
Track. Luke feels the secret to success is to be kind,
disciplined, and plan ahead. Great job, Luke!

It is that time of year when a large number of sweaters,
sweatshirts, and jackets are removed and left on
campus. Our Lost & Found bucket gets very full and, if
unclaimed, donated to charitable organizations. In an
attempt to get these items back to the rightful owners,
we have been hanging up these items on the fence near
the multi-purpose room on Fridays. We also
recommend writing your student’s name on their
jacket or lunch box. We have office assistants that
check the apparel for a name, in attempts to get the
item back to the student.

Parent Portal:
For parents in 6 th-8th grade, did you know you can
access your student’s grades online? On Parent Portal,
you can access each teacher’s gradebook for your
student, itemizing their performance on all
assignments and assessments. This is a great tool to
track and stay on top of your student’s grades. You can
sign up online at
https://www.ses.k12.ca.us/domain/120.

Mrs. Chaffee’s second grade class has been very busy
with our “Helping Others” projects this year. We
collected $103.53 to donate to The American Red Cross
last month. We are now decorating a Christmas tree in
our classroom with socks, along with the other second
grade classes. We plan on giving the socks we collect to
children that need them to keep their feet warm this
winter.

Bobcat Band:

Sonora Elementary Athletics:

Many of this year's Bobcat Band musicians auditioned
for the Tuolumne County Schools Honor Band in
November. Eight of these hard-working musicians
received acceptance letters and will begin their
rehearsals on advanced musical literature in January.
Rehearsals will be led by our local music educators
along with a two-day clinic by Professor Ed Hull of CSU,
Fresno. Congratulations to our dedicated young
musicians:
Cameron Alby (8th Grade Percussion)
Melino Halaholo (7th Grade Percussion)
Emerald Miller (7th Grade Tuba)
Olivia Nickols (7th Grade Bassoon)
Joeffer Orfiano (7th Grade Trumpet)
Ella Schmidt (7th Grade Clarinet)
Anya Woods (6th Grade Clarinet)
Evan Zhang (6th Grade Flute)"

The Girls Basketball and Cross Country seasons came to an
end in mid-October. All teams competed at a high level and
their efforts should be commended. Our 6th and 8th grade
teams won the County postseason tournaments.

Fill the Bus – Paradise Elementary
On November 8th, Paradise Elementary burned to the
ground during the Camp Fire. Having dealt with our
own school fire, and the loss of so much, we felt we
needed to do something. Thank you to our awesome
community, and beyond, for the donations. The school
supply drive for Paradise Elementary was a success
and couldn't have happened without the help from our
Bobcat Family of students, parents, and staff.

In Cross Country, great job Kaden Robison (8th Grade,
3rd Place), Irelynd Speer (8th Grade, 3rd Place), Mia
Kjaer (7th Grade, 1st Place), and Taber Burgess (6th
Grade, 2nd Place) for placing at the County Meet.

Hour of Code
During the week of December 3rd, SES participated in
the Hour of Code. This is a national initiative to
expose students to computer programming and
writing code.

Mrs. Lane's Kindergarten/TK students enjoyed "An Hour of Code".
Emma Arthur claps as the students finally coded the caterpillar
correctly to reach its mark. Ariel Schneider and Charlotte Impink look
on.

4th Grade News:

1st/2nd Grade Fundraiser:

Mrs. Webster's class is practicing mindfulness on a
daily basis. The goal is to teach children how to manage
their stress in a positive and healthy way. One of the
components of this practice is to teach empathy. One of
the ways we practice this is to send wishes to other
people by thinking about these people, filling our
hearts with love and saying, "May you be happy. May
you be healthy and strong. May you be peaceful all day
long." After this practice, the children are invited to
share to whom they sent wishes. It warmed my heart to
hear who the children chose. When asked, some of the
children shared: people who won't have a good
Christmas, people who lost everything in the Camp
Fire, another student in our class who will be having
surgery, family and friends. These children are so
loving and compassionate. I am very proud of them!
– Mrs. Webster

Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraiser. We
raised over $8,000.00 to help with field trips, class activities
and celebrations. We hope everyone enjoys their cookies and
purchases! - 1st & 2nd Grade Teachers

8th Grade Field Trip:

The 8th grade staff and students were blessed with large
donations from both Front Porch ($1,000), and Sierra
Mountain Construction ($3,100) to take the students to
Moaning Caverns. Students learned about the age of Earth
and processes that occur over long periods of time in the
Moaning Cavern. They learned about biological evolution
through the study of archaeological finds, and while mining
for their own fossils. They also learned, and experienced,
important physics concepts (such as force, friction,
acceleration, momentum) while enjoying the exhilarating zip
lines and climbing wall.

7th Grade News:

Yearbooks:

Mrs. Sistek’s Social Studies class created personal coats of arms as they
study the Middle Ages.

WANTED: BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE CITIZENS
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE:
The Sonora School Board is about to approve the sale
of the remaining $2.8 million in Measure H Bond funds
to construct a new 2-story classroom building and is
seeking “Parent “ and “Community” representatives to
serve a four-year term on the Citizens Oversight
Committee. The purpose of the Citizens' Oversight
Committee (COC) is to inform the public concerning the
expenditures of bond revenues. The committee
normally meets on a quarterly basis. An interested
citizen would need to be a parent who has a child in the
school or a person living in the Sonora Elementary
attendance area. Please contact Leigh Shampain @
532-5491 ext. 4081 for further information.

The 2018-19 Yearbooks are on sale NOW online and at the
school office!
The price is $20 prior to 12/14, and $22 after 12/14.
To order a yearbook online, go to: ybpay.lifetouch.com and
enter our Yearbook ID Code: 13235219
Reserve yours TODAY!

SES BOBCAT SPIRIT WEAR IS COMING SOON!

Calendar:
12/10
12/11
12/12

Boys Basketball Begins, 6th – 8th Grade
Site Council, 3:30 pm, Library
Fall Book Club, 2:45 pm, Library
Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, Library
12/14 Honor Roll Assembly, 6th – 8th Grade, 8:30 am
Reading Assembly, 3rd – 5th Grade, 10:15 am
12/20 SSS Dinner Night Out, McDonald’s, 5:00 – 7:00
12/21 Minimum Day
12/24 – 1/4
Winter Break
1/5 – 1/12
Boys Preseason Basketball Tourney
1/7
Return from Winter Break
1/9
7th/8th Ski Trip
1/11
Minimum Day
1/18
Talent Show, 6:00 pm

